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First Lieutenant David $. Sargent reported in our last number as having gone overseas, wrote
on February 9th: ™I guess the best way to start this letter is by answering first the question that
is probably on your mimds. The answer is:~ ‘I'in sti1l in the United States and somewhere in the east.
The many recent letters from you all have been wonderful te receive, A few of them have treveled all
the way to California and back, and, being thus somewhat delayed, have rolled in with the more recent
ones in a steady flow of wonderful thoughts from home, s«s  have gotten a G.I, haircut - one of those
things that are horrible to look at but quite plessant to feel. The heir bristles out all over the
top of my head sbout 1/2 imch long amd a comb has consequently become a superfluous item of my equip-
ment. In my past letters I have descrived some of the queerer sleeping acocommodations with which army
experience has provided me, ranging from the hoods of peeps to falling asleep standing on my feet,

The night before last added another to the list. It so heppered that my blankets were not then availe
able so I tried the experiment of using a mattress from another bed for a blanket, Try it sometime,
You sure feel like the inside of a sandwich! The only hitoh is that with a mettress on top of you and
& matiress beneath you there is still a lot of air space between the two for the cold to get in, My
conclusion is thet the experiment wasn't a particular success, The ride across the sontinent was both
tiring and restful, It was restful because we mamaged to forget for awhile at least most of the prob-
lems and responsibilities of army life, It was tiring because it was long. One thing about it, though,
struck me, You would think that a change of station, such as ours involved, which pointed so directly
towards the great adventure which lies ahead - you woule think that this would have produced in us a
mood of excitement and anticipation. But this was not the case. I found myself no more excited than
during an ordinary day working at the headquarters at Camp Cooke. Ard now with an even greater exper-—
ience ahead of us - it 1s still the same. I sm nelther worried nor nervous, In fact T finmd I think
very little about it all., My thoughts run only from day to day and so are not in the least troubled
by what may lie ahead, I find I am unable to explain this mood, But it appears to be cormon to most
of us., We all find we are approaching this experiemce with complete lack of emotional feeling - amd
to listen to us talk you would judge that we had nothing ahead of us but dull routine of army life,

I guess it is best that it is this way and thaet we have grown to sccept things without much thought or
comment, But when this war is done T hope we will again be able to revive the old emotions and enthu-
siasms, The prospect of a big trip used to give me a reanl big thrill, . I hope the day will come when
it will be thaet way again, But in the meamtime I'm grateful that the present can be received with a
detachment and calm that still amazes me. Well, I have been philosophical long enough now amd must
cloge, #se®

P. Forbes MoCance has sulisted in the Army Specialized Iraining Reserve and is due %o report
at the University of Maine, Orono, Me., on March 1lth.

Chaplain (First Lieutenant) william H. MoCance wrote from somewhere in the Pacific on Jamu-
ary Zlst:. "es¢ I am finding it quite an schievement to get on to the secret of travel by sea. Am mak-
ing out fairly well, Haven't missed a meal or lost one either!! I use the Public 4ddress System on
bosrd, whioch tskes a messsge to all parts of the ship, We have worning devotions 3 times a week., We
algo go into the troop quarters for services amd programs of recreation and msic. They enjoy singing,
as you know, Most of these troops have mnever ssen the sea before, and they are esger to glimpse the
lamd again., One s2id to me this morning: 'I feel like I could get down ard kiss it!' see" On Jami-
ary 20th be wrote: "ese Last night we connected our mewie machine Witk current from ashore and showed
'Star Spangle Rhythm' until about 12:30. It was really something & the troops got a big kick out of
it, Tonight we are to have a visiting troupe of entertsiners come on board s+s who will entertain our
men with songe and skits cf verious kinds, The library has been a big help, and we have given out lots
of magezines and comics, ¢++" On Jamery 30th he wrote: “ess We pPut on our own ameteur show to-night.
It was largely musical = 2 quartets - some group singing & a couple of clog damcers. The troops en—
Joyed it, So did I. Ore mumber was called *That Home Baked Chicken Pie' — it was a hit, 4lsoc a
spiritusl "Signing Up", which tickled me quite & biit. A4fter the performame I geve the troops =2 little
tzlk of appreciation for their cooperation in these programs; told them I hopeti they would keep them
up for I knew they were good morale builders, These ‘negro troops have a pretty healthy attitude towand
life, as you know, taking it pretty much ss they find it & not expeoting too much, eee®

. First Lieutemsnt Frederick K. Sasrgent of the Army Medical Corpe completed his course at
Carlisle, Pa,, on February 10th, On Febmuary lith he repcrted for Quty at For%t Devens. He and Janet,
with the baby, are bobrding at 15 Court St., Groton, Mass.

t
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Private John M. Sargent has made a shift in company =2nd barracks. His address is now Com-
peny 1, Barracks 11, Armory, University of Illinois, Champaign, 111, The recent War Department an-
nouncement that by 4pril 1st 135,000 soldiers from A.S5.T.F. would be returned to the troops zrd that
only advanced courses would be contimed has Johnny and his buddies guessing. Bob Bennitt, a former
Yale roommete of John's, wrote: "Sargent & Cormpany is well repregented on this ship. From top to
bottom one sees the mame." .

First Lieutenant James C. Sargent wrote from somewhere in the Pacific on Jamuery 22d: Pess
The existence in New Guines suits me much more to the proverbial 'T' than any other officer. True, we
live in tents, have back houses, and water for showering is rationed, Yet these are things I did from
choice. At measl time when the dimmer is placed before eech man prectically every man complains to some
extent unless it is a steak and vegetable dinner. Few eat more than half of their servings whatever
they mey be, and then they sit and grumble, My plate is set before me, salt and pepper are added, and
no matter what it was, my plate is always lefi as clean as a whistle, Sometimes the carrcis don't iaste
quite as good ss those taken right out of the gardem, tut then why should they, for they are debydrated,
But they are nourishing and good food and sre placed on the plate to be eaten, and so I eat them, see®
On Jamary 26th he wrote: "“Yesterday, as I think I informed you, I left Bomber Command, where I had
gone on the 2ith and came out to this new base — at leest for me, At this point I am beginning to feel
more & more as if I were becoming part & paroel of the New Guinea campaign, e*+¢ Qur tent, whichwas
ilt by David DuVivier, whose mother Aunt Libby knows, and by one Jesse ifercel, is right in tke Jungle.
Behipd us for miles are thick trees = rubber — with: tremendous vines intertwining throughout. One ape
preciates from our locallty the difficulties of jungle figkting, For your informetion I am well and
full of enthusiasm. I work herd & at times for long hours., I never seem to mind that though I realize
in this climate care of one's health is very important, ess®
On Jamuary 31lst he wrote: "This new assignment is rather aa interestiag one because it has brought me
very near combat flyling perscanel, which is, in a sense, the gexnith tc which I have been aiming for so
long. I hope, in the not too distant future, that I may be given a squadron of my own where my own
thoughts & initiative within the unit can flourish. That will be the day! For the present, though, I
am pleased to be able to listen and learn the fuplamentals of hriefing & interrogation which are the
important phases of intelligemce, This morning I was surprised to find that the S2 who was supposed to
give the briefing did not appear and I was called upon to tell 811 I knew of the enemy. Fortunately I
knew what was peeded, but unfortunately I had very poor orgenization; but at least I gained a certain
amount of corfidence and understsnding of the procedure required whioh will be of veluable asslstance
in future attempts. This spot is rather a pleasing one as I think you may have gleaned from my last
note, Peouliarly enough most mornings sre cool, sumshiny, and cloudless but arcund noon clouds begin
to colleot and, about five, it begins to raim, It is odd thet this same sequence follows day after day
and yet it has its advantages of keeping the black dust io a minimum, In one day under the hot sun
without rein the roads are almost impassable because of dust alone, to say nothing of the many holes
that large trucks oczuse especially during heavy rains, Sunday I attended the Protestant service amd
listened to the chaplain talk about one's trying to spread one's influence so that one would be able to
lead others into God's Kingdom, It is strange to me how few men desire to attemd such services, I have,
in fact on every occasion, tried to persuade others to attend with me but I have met with little success
so far; I shall 90nti'nue my practice, for I feel that just being there gives a man a tremenrdous uplifs
morally, and God knows that the aversge /imericen soldier or officer needs that. !4y first Sunday in
New Guipes passed unnoticed, so far as I was comcerned, and when at 11 p.n. I realized the day, I re-
solved to try & go to the service every other Bunday hoping to make that a special oscasion. I derive
tremendous satisfaction from just listening and trying to understand the chaplain’s ideas on faith, #o*
T feel very well in spite of the heat which I #imd dirties ny clothes completely in one day, I have to
hustle to keep ahead and spend at least an hour a day in & very refreshing streem doing ny laundry.
Of course one mst take a little yellow pill kmown as Ltabrine which helps to suppress melaria. It
is a difficult task to keep from being bitten by the Lnopheles mosquitc, but one must be bug consocious
end perhaps we'll be lucky, 4 Jap report I read receatly said thet they had captured the entire crew
of & PlO. The orew, being the pilot, must har= besn a big man! When weather reccos are unable to take
pictures, they always report 'Nix pix due wix® which sounds wonderful to my ears. ses®™ Jim celebrated
bis birthday on February 26th, Many happy retnrns of the day.

Sandrs Buck, daughter ‘of Dick amd Jean Sargent Buck, celebrated her 10th birthday on Febru-
ary 1llth, Meny happy returns of the day.

Henry B. Sargent celebrated his birthday on Februery 10th. We hope he had 2 singing tele-
g!‘am.

Howard L. Sargent, Jr., reached his 15th birthday on February 12th, Peter, having followed
Abraham Lincoln by a mere 120 years, finds the day pretty well celebrated.
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Dorothy and Bud Wiser celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on February 15th,

Colonel Theodore Babbitt celebrated his birthday om February 17th far from his family, Many
happy returns,

Samuel Fisher Babbitt celebrated his 15th birthday on February 22d, Terry's birthday and
that of George Washington are celebrated on the same day, but Terry probably knows that the day when
George Washington was born was not the 224,

Kitty Deming celebrated her 20th birthday on February 23d., Many happy returns of the day.,

The Connecticut State Library at Hartford, like many other large libraries, has set up a
War Records Department to collect iaterial while current of war activities, both military and civilian,
of the citizens of the state. Dr., Thomas D. Murphy, the director, in acknowledging a reguested com~
plete file of Sargentrivia, wrote on February 18th: "I am very grateful for the file of Sarcentrivia.
Your 'family history on the march' is, I feel, one of our most important acquisitions to date, ess

Louise Fisher celebrated her 16th birthday on February 27th. Many bappy returns of the day.
Aunt Mergaret Sargent celebrated her birthday on February 28th. Many happy returns.

Uncle Lewis Sargent, who died on February 5th, was spdowed with a very keen sense of humor.
He was 2 good player of games and sports. His friemds called him a lucky player, but his ability to
think clearly in the stress of competition made him a good “mmtch® pleyer. He played his best in
nmatches and never seemed to get rattled. He and Uncle Bruce Fenn were members of the Friday Night Chib
of a soslel-literary nature which met in the homes of its members. For many years hLe resided at 251
Church Street, New Haver, next door to the Henry B.'s at 247. When the brothers decided to have a tels-
phene they shared an instrument, which wes placed at the G.L,'s. ThHe obvious convenience for the latter
when they wanted to make a telephone call was perhaps offset by tke necessity of going next door to
notify the H.B.'s when one of the latter was wanted to answer 2 call, The fence between the two back
yerds wes removed to meke one playground for all the children. When one of ke brothers was out of town
the otker was looked to by both families in emergencies. One Sunday when H,B, was away G,L, was ap-
pesled to get rid of a terrible odor at 2h7., G.lL.. found the problem was a bit beyord him and after
considerable effort got bnld of a plumber, who solved the diff iculty by removing a deceassed feline
from the celd air pipe to the furaace.

Willard C. Rappleye, nephew of the Marray Sargents, has been made a Corporal, Bill is some-
where in India.

Roderick Tngert, nephew of the lMirray Sargdents, is reported to have jolned the Army anpd is
now in India. He graduated last summer from Harrow School in England,

-

Becky Jackscn Sergent 1s teaching English at Oldfields School, Glemoe, Mi, 4after Jim went
overseas she secured a temporary positicn =t the school, at first teaching algebra anmd geonetry and
later some history.

Josephine Tilney and son Timmy are at present at The Barringer, Charlotte, N,C., Bradford
at Canp Sutton is near enough to Charlotte so that he is able occasionally to Join his family. He
wes with them when Timmy took his first step.

Joseph Bradford Sargent wrete the following letter from Montevideo, Uruguay on June 25, 189§
to “Messrs Ziegler and Murry Sergent®. Bear in mind that this was during the Spanisheimerican War,
"My Dear Grandsons: I received a letter from easch of you and I will answer to both of you in one let-
ter, I do so, not because I am limited as to time, but because what I may write will be equally in-
teresting to botk and to the family of which you are presumed to soon become, if not alresdy, the
leaders, and shining lights as well as delights. We here have bad, this week our shortest day of cur
Winter, as was it not a wonderful ccimcidence that our shortest day and our longest night ocourred ex-~
actly at the same time that your longest d'ay and shortest night ocourred, but yours was in Summer and
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ours in Winter, The fashion, here, among all oclasses except the few who mast be up esrlier to meke
the fires and boil the coffee, is to stay in bed very late, taking some coffee and bread in bed, and
getting up to dress after 8 otclock. There are some families living in the block across the street
opposite us, whose servants open the cutside shutters mot earlier than 9 o'clock, Dreskfast, or, as
it is oalled here, Almerzo is from 11 o'clock to 12 o'clock: so that few people eat anything more
than a roll of btread and drink more than a cup of coffee ‘'au lait' before 11 o'clock, Small retail
stores are opened earlier, from 8 to 9, Wholesale Stores are opened at 9 o'clock but the grand owners
are not often to be seen before 10 o'clock and almost never between 12 end 2 PM, Those who are absent
from their places of tusiness from 12 to 2, mst eat two rolls with their merning caffe au lait., It
has proved very generally useless to try to meet a wholesale merchant before half past two o'clocke
His bour, or there-z-bouts, before he goes to bis almierzo is usually occupied by reading letters re-
ceived and in giving orders to the clerks. Therefore, although the heads of retail houses may be seen
on business matters in = dull time during the foremoon my experience has taught me thst at least du-
ring the short winter days and this dull sesson of the year, the ordinary commerclal Vagrant cannot
obtsin an audience with his serene highness the head of a wholessle importing house except between

2 1/2 and ) 1/2 oclock. In sddition to what I bave said about the difficulty and delay in the attempt
to introduce new business is the faot that although it never snows here in Montevideo nor 125 miles
soross the Rio de la Flater in Buenos Aires, yet, as a rule of weather, it is fogdgy, misty, drizzley
or rainy nearly four days out of three, as Mark Twain would say, and thunderstorms shake the coast of
the bay about two nights of each week. And such cannonading thunder that is seldom, if ever, heard
about New Haven., Another slight impediment to getting familiarly scquainmted with upper class import-
ing merchants here is that I am one of *1os Yankees® s reoe of people who are, just st present, rmoh
detested in Chili, Argentime, Uruguay, Paragusy and Bolivia by the Spanish born people doing business
here, or in any other occupation or profession, and the near descendants of Spanish people detest "los
yankees® quite as much, and all consider that using yankee made articles iz very unpatriotic, The
French Merchants Jjoin in with the Spanish Merchemts in preferring French mede goods rather ‘than Amer-—
joan, and the Italian Merchants will buy what their customers want to use. But competition among the
mercbants compels them to buy what is wanted by the people and the people who are for several gepera—
tions born in South america, although of Spanish amocestry, like many articles ol imerican menufacture
and will bave them, In consequence, dmerican rede goods will contimue to be sold here, There are
weny Italian retalil merchants, Grooers, Waiters, Shoemakers and cobblers and barbers here, who have

no prejudiocs against “los ysnkees™ and who keep happy. One of them who keeps a fashionable Barber'a-—
shop was shaving a Spenish born customer s week or two ago, and when one side of the face of the cus—
tomer was finished shaving, the Italian barber asked him if the shave was pleasant and smooth? "Oh
yes® said the Spaniard, “very pleasant®. ™I am shaving you with one of the best razors ever mede a
real yankee made razor® replied the burber, At which the customer became wrathy and left the chalr,
saying that he would go to another barber shop to have the other side shaved, The Barber finally
pacified his customer by showing to him the name of the French menufacturer at Paris, stamped upon the
side of the blade of the razor with which he had been shaving his Spenisb customer. The barber had a
13ttle amusement for his other customers, in fooling the Spaniard. But there is the beginning of a
grest and rich and populous country in 211 South Americs., The different countries into which South
Americs is divided are quarreling on paper or in sotual border warfare, most of the time, on boundary
questions, but they will be settled before long. Then the priest-rule over Vomen and, through the inp-
fluence of the Women, over the governments will have to be dealt severely with so that there can be
money and emergy to devellop the patural resources of the country, and then will grow up a great com-
‘merce between North and South America, which you boys and your cousin boys must prepare to enter as
participants, as memfacturers or merchants, -If the steamsr from New Zealamd arrives on the 29th {mext
week) as due, we expeot to go in her te London. Give ry love to sll the girls & boys. and Mothers &
Fathers Grandme joins in this request, Affectionately, J.B. Sergent™

Below is a picture of leura Sargent taken when the family lived in New Britain, Conn, The
move to New Haven was made when she was nine years old, in 1686},




