SARGENTRIVIA
Yol, 2 192 Bishop St.., New Haven |1, Conn., June 28, 1944 No. |3

Some of our readers, familiar with the geography of Asia, cslled ye editor's attention to
an error on page 2 of our last (June 15%h) issue. The letter of Joseph Brudford Sergent refers to
his trip in 1890-on the Yangtze River iu China (c2lled also the Ya.ngtze-]de.ng) » not the Ganges, which
is in India. ®J.B.* left a ren and ink copy of the letter, much crossed out and interlined, BHis '
oapital Y's are much like his capital G's. 4 person unfamiliar with the geography of Asda might easi-
1y mistake in the oopy the word (on the third line) between “Upper® and ®gorges® for “Ganges", but ye
editor should have cavght it. (Ye assistent editor avers that she did not see it before the printing,
which lets her out.) This recells a visit some months ago from one of ye assistant editor's cousins,
Betty Woolsey, who is the war-time editor of & ski wagazine, Betty was shown a oopy of "“sargentrivia,
which she prooeceded to read from beginning to end. Naturally ye editors felt muoch complimented that
she found it so absorbing. When ehe finished the reading she looked up and said: "I cannot fiuvd a
aingle error." Ziegler Sargent, editor; Agnes W. B. Sargent, assistant editor.

John R. W, Sergent, son of Homer Eerle Sargent, in response to a query from ye editor wrote

on June 1llith: %eseYes, I still own and have operated for more then forty years the farm of 2560
acres in Casn County, North Dakote, just north of the town of Buffalo. That you may realize it is
not entirely a plaything but is providing our mite towsrd the foed supply of the nation, will say that
last yesr (1543) we raised on and sold from the farm 12,093 bu. of wheat which would make 2402 vbls
or 170,792 pounds of flour; 3738 bu. barley, 153 bu. £1ax, 965 bu. rye in the way of grainm; %64 doz,
eggs, 6311:. pounds cream. &lso raised 105 acres of corn thet wes entirely fed on the place to the
stock and poultry end helpsd produce 35 heed of cattle weighing 31,941 1bs,. and 96 pigs weighirg

,860 lbs., which would make some chewing. The farmers in the middle west as mlsevhere sre worked
hard because of shortage of help and in some cases of equipment, but are doing their beat toward sup-
plying food for the nation and its armed Zorces.sse® Jack came to Yale from the Chicago public schools,
graduating from the Sheffield Scientific School in 1887, in the sams oless with Jullus G. Day, father
of Betty %Mrs. Porbes) Sargent. He roomed while in college et The Cloister, then on Elm Street, New
feven, where alsc roomed Uncle Will {Dad) Rice of the class of +865. Both his son and his daughter
are morried. He end his wife live at 2410 lLeke View Ave., Chicago 1}, I11linois.

First Lieutenent Devid C. Sargeut of the Fnglneers wrote V-mail from somewhere in Fngland on
Mey 21st: ®T think I have at last discovered, at least to my own satisfaction, why the Pilgrims came
%o Plymouth Rock;. why Jamestcwn was founded; end why our sncestors decided in their turf to leave Eng-
land and try their fortanes in America., . It wesn't religion; it wasn't economics; it wasn't politios.
what it was, I feel oconfident now, was this demneble British weather which, by ocomparison, makes a
rainy day in New England seem like blessed sunshine., Today it isn't raining, but it threatens rain;
yesterday wzs the same, end the day befores that. And when 1t's cloudy it's raw and cold and not even
a small coal stove will take the real ohill out of the air, Aind so I say again ~ give me New Eng-
land.sse® On May 30th he wrots, air mail: "Heve just arrived back at the Battalion - my intelligence
oourse having been now successfully completed. In fact I cen even take a little further satisfaction
$n the fact that I graduated second frem the top in a class of 4O officers., We wound up our course
with a combination 'beer perty -~ graduation-get-together' with
the emphasis decidedly on the lighter side. An artillery ocap-
tain was introduced as the bizh man in the class and ‘formalily"’
presertsd with a big paper medal bearing the insoriptiom whioch
you may he able to translate into the crder of the purpls belly-
button. This magpificent emblem of achievement was dutifully
buttoned to the blouse at the point eprropriate for such a de-
signation amid loud laughter end applause. And then & few min-
utes later, much to my surprise, I was formally indvoted into
the same order. I'll send you the *medal' one of these days
because I thiunk it may aruse you - and besides, I confess, in
spite of its ‘foolishness, I am a little proud of it myself,
The preceding week has been one of & good many exams, more
noticeable for the nuisanoe value than the difficulties in-
volved, and thet is the main reason I have been neglectful of
you, I am still too npew hers back at the Battalion to lmow if
any changes are going to occur. A1l seems to be 2 bit myste-
rious on thet score. sse I received ¢ letisr from Patty Shorey
the other day saying she was now tgomewhere in England' with
The American Red Cross and apnouncing alsc that she had met Pat Deming on the boat ooming over, She
sadd 'He wes very nice to me and got me & spoon for my mess-kit as well as a ¢clothes~line and I cer-
taiuly enjoyed meeting him and listening to his stories of army 1ife,' I don't know how she ever fig-
ured out that Pat was my cousin but, anyway, I thought you might be interested in her comments.ese i
managed recently to meke a trip ta Oxford where a 1littla 0ld lady conducted us through the colleges
trving to impress us for all she was worth with the antiquity of the place, I confeas we were ime
pressed. Whenever I go through places like that I invariably wisb I knew more about architecture, The
smattering of it which I have had only serves to whet the appetite - i1t doesn't satisfy, sse®

Sers Cunningbam Engert, sister of the Muray Sargents and wife of Cornelius Van Hemert
Engert, our minister to Afghanistan, wrote to ye editors from Kabul on May 29th after having received
copies of some of our recsnt issues: “Ever since receiving your first copy of 'Sargentrivia' I have
meant to send you & few words of congratulation both on its production and becaunse it is so exoellent
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an idea. I thought appreciation might be weloome and perhaps doubly so as coming from s part of the
world where you cannot have many other correspondents. *ee 4s I have had the great privilege of be-
ing with our soldiers in both Wars and have seen much of them while they were serving overseas, I
should like to say how absolutely wonderfully the Ameriocan Red Cross looks after them. Perheps some
parents would worry less if they could see the effort that is made and the success achieved in malking
the boys as comfortable and happy as is possible in foreign lands and under the diffiocult conditions
now existing after so many years.of total war, The 'Duration Den' in New Delhi is an outstanding
model of a olub for the men which is certainly a little corner of home to the hundreds who orowd its
doors. There are attractive hookshelves with gold letters indicating the olass of book to be found
in each: Hlastory, Postry, Plotion, Mystery, Adventure, eto,; there are oountless American magazines
of gquite recent date, and the much prized 'Home Town Papers', all sorts of gemes, including ping pong
and billiards, and an exoellent restaurant where deliciocus meals are served at extraordinarily low
prices, Needless to say there sre chicken salad sandwiches, devil's food cake, and doughnuts as well
as countless other American dishes, Better than all the above, there are Red Cross Girls! These are
the mcat appreciated of all the good things provided, and these girls do & magnificent job and seem
to know each individual boy and all about him, They were ever so kind to me when they learned that I
had been a Red Cross girl in France during the last War and ocouldn't do emcugh for me, so that I felt
they were glad to have me come as often as possible during my stay in Delhi and thus experience the
thrill of again being with our boys overseas. I won't say that they aré not homesiok, Every mother's
son of them is longing for home every day and hour, but they do find ready sympathy and understanding
and it makes this far essler to bear, Our first letter from Roderiok (her son, reported recently in
these pages as having enlisted abroad in our army after graduating from Harrow School in England-Ed. )
since he lsft for Ceylon reached us yesterday, and he seemed well and happy. He is wonderfully en-
thusiastio about the Army and I know will try bis best to make up for his youth and inexperience by
giving his best. He has migsed so mmoh during most of his life by being so far from home and this is
the only time it gives him a slight advantage, because things do not seem strange to him in any
country, because he is unable to compare them as other boys can with things at home. We have always
regretted that his imowledde of his own country is mostly a dim recollection, bat just now it prob-
ably makes things much eesier for him that he has lived so long in the Orient. The Americans have a
truly remarkable camp or series of camps at Kandy, and the climate is exoellent, so our boys are well
off, ees®

Seccnd Lieutenant lawton G. Sargent, Jr., wrote from Millville, N. J., on June 12th:
“seslie ars still busy as hell here and outlooks on leave are siim, Bob's ideasbout leave after the
lat of July is correct, exoept that we have been told here that the st Air Foroe feels that since
we 21l had leaves after graduation in March, why we really don't rate another one yet. I'm trying,
though, but if I can get & couple of days it will be lucky., However, we do get deys off here, sss
Vie are doing a good bt of flying here and getting better acquainted wiitb the P-)7. Our main objeo-
tive here is gunnery both ground and serial, and it is great sport. se¢ The other day they added a
new point to the program, dive-bombing., se» Shortly we begin night flying = both transition end forma~
tion; that should be fun and full of thrills, especislly as the moon has ncw gone down and things are
2 bit black, »+¢s We are busy, you can see, trying to learn to fly and shcot, ses*

Mejor Horace Pettit of the Medical Corps, husband of Millioent Lewss Pettit, wrote from
Indis on June Lth: "eseThe languor of Indis has settled over me and all of us » yet we bave quite as
much work to do as we had at home, The equatior doesn't balance, but somehow the work gets done. We
take time to gdo to the delightful swimming oclub where one has the choioe of ‘an indoor or an outdecor
pool, There are tables for tea and drinks. Barefoot bearers bring gocd things on trays. Afterwards,
refreshed by a swim, one can take a rickshs to en air-conditioned movie or & hot night club. Once or
twice a week I do this, ss» A1l is quiet, oomfortable and pleasant hare except for the heat, which is
hot " '

Sylvia Tilney Skerrett wrote on June 15th, enclosing two newspaper clippings, one pictur-
ing herself and three other lsdies at a speoial luncheon in honor of the wife of the C.O, and the
other sbowing Kerry (Lieutenant Colonel H. H. Skerrett, Jr,) shaking hands with the commanding gene
eral while other offlcers look on: "“seeThe enclosed olippings may amuse you = I'm afraid they aren't
anything you can use in 'Sargentrivia', We don't seem to have any news of genera) interest, Kerry
has been given supervision of all the Installations throughout the N, E. Aresa, as well as his other
Job as Control Officer, since his last write-up. That's why he travels sround so much., He has 15-20
2ir hours a month usually,sse®

Pilot Officer James Sargent Wiser of the R.C.4.F. wWas married in Torontc, Canada, on June
16th  to Miss Norme Estelle Harvey ¢f Toronto. They are now back in Wirnipeg, where Jim iz continu-
ing his Staff Flylng.

Lieutenant (J' .G.) Arthur N, Turner, U.S.N.R., returned about June 1lst from the Pasific on
lesye, He saw his eight months old son for the first time, Fe and Nanmoy took their baby, Nicky, to
York, Me,, where they spent sbout e week, On Sunday, June 18th, Arthur Nicholson Turner, Jr,, was
christened at the houase of his grandmother, Barbara Sargent Moorehead, in New Canaan, Conn. At Jast
report Arthur is on nevy duty at Norfolk, Va,, and Nanoy is with him,
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ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS _ WEDDINGS
June 16 - Catherine Rice Pulford June 16 - Candidate Bradford S, and Josephine
Jene Cater Sargent Collins Tilney (6th) :
22 - Major Robert L. Fisher 17 - Colonel Theodore and Margaret Fisher
23 — lewton G. Sargent Babbitt (224)
30 - Mary Sargent MoCancs, Jr. (17th) 21 - Ric(shn.r& )C. and Ruth Kingsbury Sargent
Alst

28 - J. Weir and Phebe Downs Sergent (2lth)

Captsin Murray (Jr.) and Imcy Garfield
Sargent (Lth)

Willing and Phebe Sargent Howard (3d)

Captain Murray Sargent, Jr.'s, new address is L4909 29th Road So., &rlington, Va,

FPirst lieutenant James C. Sargent wrote V—mail from somewhere in the Pacific on May 26ths
®ess Having spent s full five months on this vast island, which is about as desolate as could be imeg-
ined, T think I am beginning to realize how lucky I was before I chose to iry to fight the war! I
wonder if the time will ever come when I sccept and take even the little things of life for granted.
You know it often seems funny to me how mich the little things mean to us. IV 1s when you cannot get
them that they seem to loom up %o tremendous heights. Take, for instence, an ice oream cone or even
a five and ten oent store purchase! Here everything is issued to us, snd no person is entitled to any
more than the next fellow no matter what his particular personzl demards may be. It always ammses me
40 receive a package of say gum drops and find hidden within a wrapper a piece of paper on which will
be written words similar to these: 'This package is sent to our fighting men as a courtesy from the
*Young Men's Christisn Society for the Preservation of Temperamce Throughout the Land®' or =zome other
ridiculous donor. You see advertisements are as persistent here as they are in the States. Along
the road there are even tbe usual signboards except these are slightly different in their purpose.
They sey such things as: 'Did you take that Mighty 1ittle pill to-dey. Atabrinize’, & la Burma Sheve
or: 'Did you tuck your mosquito bar in last night?' All good attempts to protect the soldier from
Malsria, which is one of the more bothersome disesses of this locality. -But it all adds up to the
color of the place, A1l the roads would be classed as cattle tracks in Bethany (Conn.) and this is
because they are in copstant use by both the inmmerable jeeps and the iremendous trucks. Whenever .
3t rains the traffic does not stop anl, since rain means mud {as I have never seen it before) and mud
meens deep furrows which there is never any chamce to £ill, the roads are in a constant state of dis-
repeir. For long distances the only available means of transportetion is by air as the roads are only
local and there are none that go from one town to another. Not so long ago I had to go to another town
to pick up my footlocker., The distance over was about 100 miles and so I boarded a B-2l and set out,
Because I ran into e delay I was foroed to spend the night in what 18 known a2g a transient cfficers
canmp which consists of no more than s few soatitered tents in a cleared area and a mess tent. The next
day I picked up another B-2); which was returning to my same destination and I piled on my footlocker
apd back I came, The entire trip amounted to some 500 miles and the cash outlay was 50 cents for two
meals, Where else could this be accomplished? 4s we push the Japanese further and further back, the
supply problem becomes somewhat relieved for shipping can advance. But in many areas the only means
of supply is by air. Vhen you begin to add up even the fuel consumption, you begin to appreciate the
tremendous cost of the war, This letter sounds disjointed, for I have tried to give you brief pio-
tures and incidents of the life cut here that you probably cannot get in publications there, in the
hope that you will get some idea of what New Guinea is like, eeo®

Joteph Iradford Sargent was nominsted for Covernor of Connectlout in 1896 on the Democratio
ticket, Thai year was the first of the three times thet Williem Jennings Bryan was the Demooretio
rominse for President, nominsted on the "free silver® platform. The Republiocan presidential nominee
was Congressman William MoKinley, a leader of the bigh tariff group in Congress and autbor of the
MoKinley tariff bill, "J,B.* for a dozen years had writtea =rnd spoken in meny parts of thLe country
in faver of “free trade®, While he in no sense approved of Brymn's monetary views, he just could not
bring himself to suppert a high-protectionist like McKinley, The handicap of being on the same ticket
with Bryan was too great in a state that usually elected a Republican gdovernor, as it did in 1896. In
October 189 he received the following letter from a man in Middletowns "I take liberty to drop you a
few lines s you sre Punning for Governor this term oa the Silver ticket, I could do some good work
for you heres I am 2 member of the O.V.i.. and A.P.A., and T am wright 1n with the boys. & brother
mechanic of New Haven wanted me to write to you in regard to this matter. I can refer you to some of
the best men in town in regard to my abbility if you want ry help let we know as soon as pessible,”

He answered: "In veply to your letier of Oct. 21st, I presume that you know that I did not want the
nomination for Governor, although the delegates from every county in the State unenimovsly selected

me in their county ocnventions, and the next day, when all the delegetes met in ccnvention they seleced
me unanimously, although I refused to take the nomination even if they gave it to me unanimously., But
they sent a committee after me and I could not honorably refuss to accepi, anmd I did go to the conven
tion and accepted, They told me that the workingren and mechanics wanted tc make me governor as a
compliment, Tor what I had dcne for them in starting the weekly payment law &®d for sticking to it till
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I got it passed into the present law, I feel very proud tc get so many letters from mecHanios and
other workers for wages who offer their best efforts to bring out as lerge e vote for me ag posaible,
withcut any other reward then the setisfaction of helping tc elect the man who, from the year 1881 to
1887, 4id so mch in getting a weekly payment law, and the change in the o0ld cruel faotorizing law,
rut upon the Statute Beok of laws of the State. Presuming that you sre actusted by the same motives,
I have %c thank you for your good wishes and for what you mey do in ny behalf."

Some of our officers may be interested in the two bills of the same talilor illustrated be-
low for what appear to be making parts of a militia officer's uniform, The cloth was probably pure
chased separately., The original bills are in the papers left by our sncestor, Joseph Denny Sargent
(1787-1849) of Leicester, who rose to be a oolonel in the Massachusetts Militia. The first bill for
a coat and “sundry Trimmings® is dated 1807 and was apperently rendered to a gemeral, The seoond bill
of 181l for pantaloons and vest, plus the inevitable trimmings, was rendered to “Capt. Sargent®, What
our ancestor wore at military funotions between those dates the record does pot disclose,
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